Allons au Marché aux Puces


Presented by Gayle Trager and Silvia Battigalli
This lesson is about buying and selling, describing and interacting.  It is meant to accompany the COACH Foreign Language Project PowerPoint 

«Allons aux marché aux puces». This PowerPoint can be used alone or as part of the much broader lesson «Au marché aux puces» contained in the COACH book 

« Le français pour la vie». 

 Linguistic Purpose: Students use French to inquire about prices and barter with each other. In addition to greetings and social pleasantries, they must be prepared to describe a product and use persuasive language. 

Prerequisite knowledge: Vocabulary related to furniture, social pleasantries, numbers, some familiarity with the use of pronouns.

 Level: Two and above.

Time: This lesson focus on the second half * of the PowerPoint and can be accomplished over two or three lessons, depending on how in depth you want to go.

* The first part of PowerPoint lends itself beautifully to a lesson on the house.

Materials:  Euros ‘bons points’ to be used before the lesson and used to purchase goods at the flea market, pictures or miniature models of furniture, copies of the A/B activity to practice asking for prices, copies of the dialogue that introduces or reviews the vocabulary necessary for bartering.

( California standards

• Culture 

Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the cultures studied by re-enact the real life situation of bartering at a flea market to procure furnishing for an apartment rented for their stay abroad.

• Communication: 

Students are given the opportunity to use language and culture as they participate in communicative interactions that prepare for real-world language use and global citizenship by bartering at the flea market and inquiring about prices. 

Lesson plan for a Level 2 and above French class
Setting the stage:   

Use a piece of furniture in the classroom, a picture or a model of it, describe it and try to sell it for the best offer to your students. 

Ask your students whether there is a swap meet or flea market in their city, do they go there on the weekends, and if yes, what kind of things do they buy there.  Show the first half of the PowerPoint «Allons aux marché aux puces» and explain that if they go abroad to study they might have to furnish an apartment.  

Brainstorm with them what they would need to get in order to comfortably settle in their new apartment.  

Comprehensible Input: 

Make a list on the board of the vocabulary produced during the brainstorming activity. This will give you an idea of what vocabulary they still need.  For your convenience, I have included some pictures of furniture and useful household items that can be used to introduce vocabulary, to give as homework to label and study, play a game or, later on in the lesson, to re-enact the bartering at the flea market.

You can quickly show the PowerPoint, without lingering on the text on each slide, in order to identify with your students the items that the two girls are considering buying.  You can use this as an opportunity to ask questions about each item as a way of reinforcing the linguistic components useful for describing objects:

Sample questioning:

C’est un canapé? 

C’est un canapé ou un fauteuil?

C’est un canapé neuf ou d’occasion?

Ce canapé, est-il en bon état ou en mauvais état?

Ce canapé coûte €20. C’est un bon prix?  Coûte-il cher ou c’est à bon marché? Etc…

Guided Practice: 

Show the ‘marché aux puces’ section of the PowerPoint. As they watch, ask students to divide their paper into 2 columns.  In the two columns, keep track of the kind of things that sales people say, and the kinds of things that customers say.  

During the PowerPoint ask:

1. Où habitent Angela et Eva maintenant?

2. Pourquoi?

3. Pourquoi vont-elles au marché aux puces?

4. Faites une liste d’objets achetés par Angela et Eva au marché aux puces.

5. Quelle fille est plus pratique?

6. Quelle fille ne sait pas faire la cuisine?

7. Quels objets frivoles ont-elles regardés?

8. Quels objets ont-elles considérés, mais pas achetés?

9. Combien d’argent avaient-elles au début?

10. Combien d’argent avaient-elles à la fin?

Independent Practice: 

A/B activity: asking for prices.  The activity I have included was taken from the “Europack €”, Discovering French, by Valette Valette, MCDougal Littell.  You can use any similar activity from your own textbook or create your own ad hoc.

After having seen the PowerPoint, have the students, in pairs, read the dialogue «Marchander au marché aux puces». They make note of any expressions that the sales person and the client say that they had not written down as they were watching the PowerPoint. 


Have students in small groups of 3, write their own dialogue between a sale person and 2 friends who are buying furniture at the ‘marché aux puces’. One of the friends is ‘frivole’ while the other is more practically minded. They can present the dialogues to other small groups and get their classmates’ input. You can give the students small stickies on which to write their praises and constructive critiques.  Before turning in their work, students should edit it, taking into consideration the constructive criticisms of their classmates.

As a closure activity with a partner, they can make a list of what the girls still need.  

1. De quoi ont-elles besoin encore?  Donner la priorité aux objets sur votre liste, du plus important au moins important.  

2. Qu’est-ce que vous pensez qu’elles doivent acheter la semaine prochaine pour leur appartement?

Evaluation:


Students take turns selling furniture and bargaining for a good price as clients.  They will use pictures of the furniture and they will decide in advance at what price they are willing to buy or sell the items.  Change roles a few times so that the sales people will be clients and vice-versa. Do this ‘informal’ evaluation in a carousel fashion so that students will have several opportunities to sell and bargain while you have time to evaluate their output.

